
 

HDC Transportation Committee Meeting 
June 10, 2025 

Highland Park Community Center meeting room 
 
Transportation members seated: Tom Romens, Jack Rossmann, Adam Hertell, Brad Ballinger, Mikael 
Asp, Gita Byraiah, Matt Grotte, John Krenik (alternate), Kristen Nelson (alternate) 
 
Members Absent: Frank Jossi (excused), Shayne Stone (excused) 
 
Others present: Kathy Carruth; Virginia Bisanz, Jane McClure, Tom Basgen  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM.  
 

 
Meeting Summary for HDC Transportation Meeting 
 
Prior Meeting Minutes – John Krenik motioned to approve prior meeting minutes, Jack Rossman 
seconded. Approved by all. 

 
Highland Bridge Site TIF Update: Tom Basgen reported that the legislature approved a 5 year 
extension on the Highland Bridge TIF District. Furthermore, the approval means that there is 
flexibility in how the TIF dollars can be spent, including offsite areas. Hopefully, in this case, TIF 
dollars will be used for extension of the Cleveland Avenue sidewalk and could begin as early as 
next year at this time. Everyone is cautiously optimistic. The following Q and A took place: 

1. What are the boundaries of the sidewalk extension? From where the current sidewalk 
ends to McGoffin on the west side of the street. 

2. What about St. Paul Avenue and Montreal? Will probably get done but with traditional 
funding sources.  

3. Will a sidewalk eventually be constructed between McGoffin and Mississippi River 
Blvd? The goal is to have a sidewalk there; the timeline is a big question mark. 

4. When will the work be completed? All work is scheduled to start and be completed in 
2025. 

5. Is Ryan Companies supportive of TIF dollars being spent in this manner? A sidewalk on 
Cleveland means a happy Ryan Companies. 

6. Can TIF dollars be used for traffic control measures within Highland Bridge? TIF dollars 
won’t be needed; the issue will be addressed through other funds. 

7. Can the city install a “your speed” sign on Mississippi River Blvd? Yes.  
 

Joint District Council Transportation Committee Update: Jack Rossman reported on the most 
recent meeting of the Joint DC Transportation Committee. Seven DC reps attended. The main 
business was a report from Park Mobile regarding on-street parking. Park Mobile is currently 
conducting an on-street parking inventory and analysis for Falcon Heights. They would like to 
do the same for all of St. Paul. Supposedly, Minneapolis has already bought in. Also $730M that 

https://www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org/


 

has been collected through a half-cent city-wide sales tax will be used for road projects, and not 
for public transportation as some had hoped. 
 
Old Business 

• Interstate 35E Bridge Over Shepard Road: MNDOT won’t have any updates until this fall. 
We will try to have someone from MNDOT attend our September meeting. 

• Bike Ride August 10: Matt suggested making route maps (electronic and hard copy) 
available in advance, pointing out the project sites. Also, for this year’s ride, Kathy would 
like to divide the speaking duty at each of the stops/sites. Perhaps some residents with 
knowledge of a particular project can speak at certain stops. 

New Business 

• Kathy asked if we would like any speakers for future meetings. No suggestions gained 
traction during the meeting. Let Kathy know if you have ideas for future meetings. 

• John Krenik moved and Tom Romens seconded  cancelling the July meeting. All voted to 
cancel. 

 
Adam Hertel motioned to adjourn the meeting. John Krenik seconded. All voted in favor. 
 
   
Meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm 
Minutes submitted by Brad Ballinger 
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