DISTRICT COUNCIL

Highland Park District Council
Transportation Committee
February 10, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Frank Jossi called the meeting to order at 7:02

Present: Frank Jossi, Adam Hertell, Jack Rossman, Tom Romens, Brad Ballinger, Mikael
Asp, Gita Byraiah, Matt Grotte, Kristen Nelson, Kathy Carruth (ED)

Absent: Shayne Stone (unexcused), John Krenik (unexcused)

A motion was made (Romens, Rossman) to approve the January 13 meeting minutes.
Motion passed.

Neither scheduled presenter from Bike MN showed up either in person or online. Agenda
item tabled to a future meeting.

Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) project ideas are due February 20. The committee
suggested the following:
e Romens: Clean up the overgrowth that creates blind spots on the shared
bike/pedestrian path of Mississippi River Boulevard (MRB) at the following locations:
o Woodlawn Avenue and MRB*
o MRB just north and south of the intersection with West Itasca Avenue*
o MRBjust south of the intersection with South Kenneth Street*
e Carruth: Install signage at MRB and Ford Parkway and at Bohland and Cretin
Avenues
e Hertell: Brighter “stopping strip” on Gannon Road as it intersects with Shepard
Road**
e Byraiah: Restrict parking to one side of the street on Highland Parkway between
Hamline Avenue and Edgcumbe Road**
e Grotte: Create a marked pedestrian crossing on Montreal Avenue at Saint Paul
Avenue**
*|f these projects are not selected for CIB funding, we will ask Forestry to handle them.
**These items will be addressed directly with the City of Saint Paul outside of the CIB
process.

The agenda item of Survey Questions for Highland Park residents was tabled until there is
clearer direction from the Community Engagement Committee.
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SMART goals were discussed and continue to be refined. Current version can be seen here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NWAIDxeOATEOVZ5Z5FTZGt-
s4L.52DbcU/view?usp=sharing

Rossman reported about a conversation with a representative from HourCar, a nonprofit
organization that provides electric-powered vehicles for use on demand. HourCar is
currently not in Highland Park. Rossman will find out more details and ask about expansion
plans. A suggestion was also made to have HourCar attend our March 10 meeting.

The Committee discussed advancing a resolution for the city or county to purchase the
Canadian Pacific Rail Spur with the goal of redeveloping it into a bike and pedestrian path
(not dissimilar to the Midtown Greenway in Minneapolis). A motion was made (Ballinger,
Romens) that the committee draft such a resolution underscoring the benefits of green
transportation, community connection, litter reduction, etc. The motion passed.

A community member attending the meeting made a public comment about bicycle racks
that were removed during sidewalk construction in Highland Village (Ford Parkway and

Cleveland Avenue) and were never replaced. Carruth reported that there is a larger bicycle
rack plan that includes five extra racks, and she will earmark some of those for the Village.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30.
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