DISTRICT COUNCIL

Board of Directors Meeting
September 4, 2025

Meeting called to order at 7:02pm by John Kennedy, President
Roll call at 7:03pm by John Kennedy, President

Attendance

e Board Members: Wolfie Browender, Tim Morehead, Brad Ballinger, Lindsay Shimizu, Adam
Hertell, Patti Brady, Cheryl Calloway (virtual), Kathleen Schubert (virtual), Tom Romens,
Frank Jossi, Mikael Asp, Kathy Bell, Jordan Frank Shannon
Alternative Board Members: Shayne Stone (virtual)
Also present: Commissioner Rena Moran, Stevenson Morgan, Kathy Carruth, Executive
Director

e Absent: Tom Distad, Casey Ulrich, Mindy Johnson

7:04pm Approval of Agenda
e No discussion; agenda approved & adopted

7:05pm Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes
e No discussion; prior minuted approved & adopted

7:06 Grid 4 Election Kick Off
e John Kennedy asked if anyone in the audience was running for the open Grid 4 seat. Two
community members raised their hands: Elisabeth Seburg and Libby Stanton. Each
candidate was given two minutes to introduce themselves to the Board. Information about
each candidate can be found on the HDC website here and elections will be open until
Tuesday, Sept 9 at 10pm. A winner will be announced shortly thereafter.

7:12 Commercial Corridors Update
e Kathy Carruth provided a quick update on the apportioning of the funds for each of

Highlands’ Commercial Corridors (i.e. Ford Parkway/Cleveland/Snelling, and West 7th).
Kathy advised we’re not getting many submissions from businesses and she sought ideas
from the Board to get the word out. John K. mentioned other councils are also having issues
getting business involved. We have until later in 2026 to spend the funds. Mikael and Jordan
advised they discuss ways to better connect with local businesses. Lindsay also mentioned
getting City brochures to hand out as well, and hand those out to local businesses. Cheryl
asked if the businesses on the HDC have applied for these grants, as that could help with
adoption. Jordan mentioned he is in the process of submitting for a mural. Kathy suggested
she would create and share a spreadsheet for us to mark which businesses we’ve hit.


https://www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org/hdc-2025-special-election/
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7:35 Public Comment

e Maria and Irene from the O’Shaughnessy at St. Catherine’s University introduced themselves
and let the Council know they’d like to partner and learn more about the HDC.

e Ramsey County Commissioner Rena Moran joined virtually. She introduced herself, asked
what questions we might have for her and also mentioned the County is currently working
through the 2026-27 budget. Commissioner Moran also introduced her aide Stevenson
Morgan. Kathy asked Commissioner Moran to talk about the ongoing budget conversations.
County Manager Becker presented the 2026-27 budget to the County Commission earlier in
the week and over the next few weeks each department will present their portion of the
budget to the County Commission. John asked what the County is doing to rein in the tax
levy, given the current levy of 9.5% is quite high. Commissioner Moran advised they will work
to see what they can do to bring that down.

7:46pm Grid & Student Liaison Reports

e Patti Brady shared an update from Casey Ulrich (absent) that St. Luke’s Church will hold its

Fall festival on Saturday, October 11th from 9:30am to 3pm.

Patti also mentioned new sidewalks and curbs on Gannon Road.

Cheryl Calloway mentioned some residents that wanted more trash pick-up in Highland, so
Cheryl pulled together a proposal for trash pick-up and drain cleaning for the City.

e Wolfie Browender mentioned the concerns he heard from residents during National Night
Out, specific to crossing issues close to Horace Mann school. The concerns have been
passed to the HDC transportation committee.

e Lindsay brought up a concern re: Davern and Beechwood stop sign, where people are going
quite fast and sometimes running through the stop sign. Noted for the Transportation Cmte.

e No student reports

7:56pm Business Representative Report
e Mikael mentioned we’ll be doing the Halloween Trick-or-Treat event this year. More to come
on the official date for this.
e Mikael also mentioned we’ll be hanging lights right after Thanksgiving and we’ll need some
volunteers to help.

7:58pm City Council Report
e Tom Basgen mentioned the Mayor released his budget earlier in the day (5.3% proposed
levy), which equates to a $900M budget (~$250M of which is from property taxes). Tom
mentioned the current budget seeks to provide ~$200K in funding to the District Councils.
Please share any thoughts on the budget with Tom or CM Saura Jost via email and they will
be captured for the upcoming budget discussions. Tom also brought up that the City will be
working on city-specific gun control measures.
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e Patti asked if Ward 3 offices have received any calls about ICE agents. Patti recounted a
story about a resident at her condo that was detained by ICE. Patti asked how to respond to
ICE and mentioned they are seeking more info from SPPD on this.

e Kathy asked for more information about the Cannabis legislation, given a constituent

question she received previously. Tom suggested Kathy reach out to Tony Johnson at the
Clty

8:11pm Treasurer’s Report, Kathy Carruth, Executive Director
e |n Casey’s absence, Kathy advised we have been reimbursed for June and are waiting on
payments for July and August. Otherwise, we are right where we should be, with ~$34K in
the bank as of the end of August
e The budget was approved and adopted with no discussion.

8:14pm Executive Committee Report, Jack Rossman, Vice President
e Jack ran through who all is on the Exec Committee (4 board officers, 3 committee chairs and
Kathy).
e Jack also mentioned that we talked about TIF at the last meeting and would like to invite
In$ight St Paul to a future meeting to talk to us about their recent paper on TIF
e Members of the Exec Committee will meet w/o 9/8 to review and update the HDC equity plan

8:17pm Standing Committee Reports
e Transportation — Frank Jossi, Chair
o Frank mentioned the successful annual bike ride in August. For the upcoming
Transportation meeting there will be an update on Marvela, a discussion of a joint
speed limit sign resolution and an update re: ADA practices here in St Paul.

e Community Development — Tim Morehead, Chair
o Tim reported that there was a walking tour of Highland Bridge with a rep from Ryan
Company. Tim believes half of the development will be built out by 2026. Tim
mentioned the Civic Square/Civic Plaza near Ford and Cretin is being worked on.
Ryan Company will provide an update at the October Development meeting. Haven’t
heard anything from St Thomas about the ballfields.

e Community Engagement — Lindsey Shimizu, Chair

o Lindsay reported neighbors on the committee are really helping out and coming
together, especially with trash pick up. Two fall clean-ups coming up; Kathy to share
dates

o Lindsay mentioned Starhouse (a crisis child care service) has moved into the
neighborhood

o Also, our last event (Music at the Bridge) will be held on Thursday, 9/11 at Highland
Bridge. Please join us!
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8:29pm Executive Director’'s Report — Kathy Carruth, ED

Kathy mentioned District Councils will hold a 50th anniversary celebration

Student liaison requests going out this week, hoping to get a handful of folks to join.

Kathy mentioned the HDS Fall Newsletter is complete and in the mail. It has all the dates for
upcoming events listed! Thanks to Wolfie and Adam for their edits.

Will be another Trivia night in February

Planning to do another Home Improvement event with Mac Groveland

On Oct 4, Pick-up for Seniors (electronics, hazardous waste and metals) with Mac Groveland
Planning another blood drive in February (see details below)

Mayoral Forum update. Had worked with the League of Women’s Voters in the past, and they
are holding a forum in Sept on the East Side. Adam reached out to a handful of non-profits to
see if they’d be interested to hold a Mayoral Forum with us. Fair Vote mentioned they’d be
willing to partner with us. More to come as they reach out to candidates to find a date that
works for all.

Kathy also mentioned some work that US Internet was doing in Highland, and we received a
number of questions and complaints.

Citywide clean-up is 9/20; Corridor Clean-up on 8/11 (West 7th)

8:37pm New/Other Business

No new business

8:37pm Meeting adjourned by John Kennedy, President
Link to Meeting via Zoom

Executive Report


https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/hisyhqtDoGoDOPPMB2RzZpRHXi5w0tOjjCFST9CwuTetqLLISjWsgiNB1BRMcH8l.phwOz5wMrQ1Xl_MN
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Reimbursements — The City has changed the reimbursement process, and they are using a
company called Payment Works, so we were able to get June and we are waiting on July and
August due to tech difficulties and the way they are accounting for “fringe” payments, mainly
vacation.

Commercial Corridor Assistance Program -our contracts were both signed and accepted by
the City. The payments should be going into the HDC account in September. We will keep the
accounting for both of these funds as restricted. The deadline for business subgrants has been
extended to September 30, and the Committee will then evaluate and review. The deadlines may
be rolling, since we have until July 1, 2026 to spend the funds.

District Council 50" Anniversary —I have been somewhat involved in the planning. The event
is going to be at City House on Wednesday, October 8 from 5:30-8:00 pm. It will

be more of a social event to celebrate the District Council system. Please join us:)

Community Spotlight for June is Elite Repeat - Herself-Health was July and Agelgil was
August -please stop in and say hi!

Student Liaisons — will be inviting students from SPA, Highland, CDH, and St Kates to join
the HDC board in the next couple of weeks.

The Fall Print Newsletter -has been mailed. Thank you to Adam and Wolfie for proofing and
helping with a quick turn around. We are hoping to hit mailboxes this weekend or early next
week.

Trivia Night — Parks has agreed to let the HDC host a Trivia night at the Highland 18 National
club house again this February, the date has been set for Thursday, February 19

HIWD — MacGrove would like to co-host a Home Improvement Workshop Day with the HDC
again this March. I will be reaching out to CDH to reserve a date.

Cannabis Ordinance Questions -thank you to those people who sent in questions. I am still
waiting for a response from DSI and will share with the board when they are received. I
received a call from someone who has purchased a building and is going to be going through the
licensing process. I will have to learn with her what exactly is required from the city.

Mayors Budget Address — It was this morning at Allianz field. Mindy attended, so maybe she
can give a short update(?) There is a proposed increase for District Council’s included in the
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mayor’s budget. Fingers crossed that the increase makes it through to December. There has
been no increase to DC’s for over 5 years.

Gift Cards
HDC Programming

Music at the Bridge — July 24 (next week) This event turned out great. Lots of people, the
School of Rock played for 45 minutes at the beginning, and they were great. Thank you to
Frank, Kris Keifer Vik and Kimberly from the HBA, and Jack, Tom, Lindsay and who showed
up to help set up and take down.

National Night Out -the HDC was able to attend over 25+ parties. Thank you to Brad, Frank,
Cheryl,

Music at the Plaza — Thursday, August 14 Wandering Leaf and Paster Properties. I went to
each business in Sibley Plaza and dropped off a flyer and invited them to attend the event. There
was rain right at the start, but then it cleared up and turned out to be a beautiful evening. The
Walker Brothers band was fabulous! Thanks to everyone who came and volunteered! Casey,
Jordan, Wolfie, Shayne, Pattie, Lindsay and I am sorry if I have forgotten anyone.

Music at the Bridge — Thursday, September 11 (HDC) With Mikael’s help we have the School
of Rock warming up for the band 5 Speeds. They have played the last couple of years and are
very fun. Please join us if you can -it is the last music event of the season. Thank you to the
volunteers that have already signed up: Mindy, Adam and Wolfie!

Thank you to our Thursday Event Sponsors Distad Realty, Wandering Leaf, Paster Properties,
Sibley Manor, Parks and Rec, the JCC, Marvella, Ryan Companies and Tiffany's

Also featuring Highland Popcorn and Cold Front Ice Cream

Help for Seniors in Highland and Mac Groveland- Saturday, October 4 — The HDC has a U-
Haul rented to pick up from seniors and drop items at the Ramsey County Environmental Center.
We will be collecting electronics, Haz waste and metals. It is very limited to what we have done
in past years so we will see how successful it is.

Neighborhood Clean up in West 7™ Corridor — Saturday, October 11 -Dukem Ethiopian has
agreed to open early and will feed the volunteers. The HDC will be hosting the food, and the
Commercial Corridors program will help purchase some clean up equipment: vests, grabbers,
gloves, trash bags, etc.
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HDC Retreat — Monday, October 27 from 5:30-8:00 pm — Please save the date! The more
board and community members that are able to attend the better! Dinner will be provided.
Location TBD. Thank you to Brad for reviewing the retreat documents!

Blood Drive in February on Friday the 6™ at the Highland Park Community Center
Other Projects

Project at 1310 Randolph — Prism Eye Care. They are taking down Gopher signs and putting
up a new building, I have had a couple people ask, so wanted to remind you. They attended a
Development Committee meeting in the spring of 2025.

Area C —Amy Hadairis from MPCA attended the March 18 Development Meeting to answer
questions and give a brief background about Area C of the old Ford site. The Environmental
impact report should be coming out soon. The community will have 30 days to weigh in on the
options that are available.

Citywide Dropoff Events- are not happening in 2025

Food Scraps Site — The County has doubled the size of the Highland site. It is incredibly busy -
so if you know anyone who uses it -ask them to volunteer:) It’s easy. Thanks so much to the
amazing volunteers that take care of the location!!

St Luke’s Farmers Market -The market is open and going strong. They will be open through
October 4™, so there is still time to stop by.

West 7" Transportation—no update

Highland Bridge - The Development Committee (and others) did a walking tour in August. It
was very interesting to see some of the new homes and areas. Block 2 is moving very quickly,
and there will be a 4™ Marvella building. Also, PPL will be coming back to talk more about their
new building going up at Cretin and Bohland.

Mayoral Candidate Forum — the League of Women Voters is only planning on_hosting one
mayoral candidate forum at Johnson High School on Wed September 17", They will live stream
it and have a way for people to submit questions. I was disappointed that there was not going to
be a forum over on this side of the city. Adam reached out to a few organizations that also host
candidate forums, and we met with FairVote Mn this morning. We have some possibilities for a
meet and greet and a sit down forum in the first couple weeks of October. We will keep you
posted



https://lwvsp.org/event-6289577
https://lwvsp.org/event-6289577
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Fall Litter Clean up in the West 7™ Area — the Engagement Committee will be planning an
event for Sept or October to recruit volunteers and pick up trash on Stewart St and some other
areas along the corridor. Hopefully we can host a gathering before/after at Dukem Ethiopian
Restaurant.

MSP Noise—-Runway work will go from August 18 to Sept 26.
HDC Events
Sept 4—- HDC Board Meeting 7:00 pm HPCC

Sept 11— Summer Thursday in Highland 6:00 pm-8:30 pm Bands are School of Rock and 5
Speed, food trucks from Twin Cities Tacos and Pizza Karma. Please Volunteer!

Sept 6,13,20 and 27 — St Luke’s Farmers Market! 8am -1pm, 1807 Field Ave -Don’t forget to
support the local Farmers Market!

Sept 9 - Transportation meeting 7:00 pm HPCC

Sept 16 — Development Meeting 7:00 pm HPCC

Sept 17 — LWV Mayoral Forum — Johnson High School 7:00 -8:30 pm

Sept 20 — City sponsored Clean up from 9 a.m. — 12 p.m. Homecroft Park, 1850 Sheridan Ave
Sept 29 — Engagement Meeting 7:00 pm HPCC

Oct 2 — HDC Board Meeting 7:00 pm HPCC

Oct 4 — Help Pick up for Seniors — 9 am -1 pm

Oct 11 — Clean up the West 7™ Corridor — 9:30 -11:30 (Free Breakfast at Dukem)


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZSIppz-E_RZoaW0PivHMaX93B9CsqBmqwv7HLBxbSkA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZSIppz-E_RZoaW0PivHMaX93B9CsqBmqwv7HLBxbSkA/edit?usp=sharing

