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Community Engagement Committee 
July 28, 2025, 7:00 PM 

Hybrid Meeting - Hyland Park Community Center / Zoom 
Agenda 

 

7:00pm: Call to Order – Lindsay Shimizu, Chair 

Roll Call – Lindsay Shimizu, Chair 

• Present: Lindsay Shimizu, Cheryl Calloway, Jordan Shannon, Steve Nelson 

Approval of Prior Month’s Meeting Minutes – Lindsay Shimizu, Chair (deferred, technical 

difficulties) 

STAR House Introduction – Sarah Ellefson, Interim Executive Director & Founder, and Laura 

Hester, Current Board Member 

• Started 11/1/24. Crisis Nursery (temporary home away from home + supportive 

services). Moving from Mac Grove to Montreal Ave on August 1st, 5 beds, Friday – 

Sunday, free meals + groceries, accepts children from birth to 6-years-old, looking to 

expand to additional days, looking to establish a rainy-day fund 

o Call on Thursday for potential placement 

o Looking to define a set of criteria that would allow advance schedule 

o Limited to 72-hours per stay by licensure, also limited to 5 beds due to building 

code 

• Not a daycare, but more a specialized “break” from stressful / emergency situations 

o Provide list of resources + a 30-day callback 

o Provides compensation for transportation 

o Food distribution (what is left of the food distribution boxes) 

• Covers all of Ramsey County, with higher rates of teen pregnancy, poverty, out-of-

home placements, homelessness, and food insecurity. 

o SANE food distribution boxes 

o Funded via family foundations, private donations 

• Helped 48 children over the past year 

• Working to get their name out there, partnered fundraisers 

o Send along a blurb, we can share via social media or fundraisers 

https://starhousemn.org/


 

2 
 

o Table at one of our concerts? 

o Also have an informational event at Gloria Dei on September 18, 5:30-7:30pm 

 

Fall Litter Clean Up along West 7th Corridor – Mary Kerres and Sarah Davis, West 7th Residents 

• Cheryl’s neighbors have been getting together on a recurring basis and started tidying 

up around St. Paul Ave, Stuart to Davern, Alton/railroad track area, etc. Another 

neighbor is working on Snelling hill.  

o Neighborhood has been getting quite scruffy looking—problem has been 

getting worse since the pandemic. 

o Highland High School has a lot of litter by the gardens. 

o See attached statement from Sarah for more info/ideas. 

• Will continue contacting Public Works, Forestry to mention areas that needed sprucing 

up, but also can pass those requests to Kathy 

• Mainly discussed how HDC can help approach Highland Park Businesses (McDonalds 

and Caribou, Sibley Plaza, parking lot by the park & ride) to do their fair share. 

o Highland High School – Kathy will reach out to admin there about getting a 

garbage outside by the garden. Perhaps suggest collab/connect with Highland 

Park High School Environmental Justice Group? 

o Encourage Davern Street Apartment again? 

o Cheryl will work on an example for what an Adopt a Trashcan Grant application 

might entail for the Critical Corridors program – Would the grant just acquire the 

actual can, what else could we have the grant fund (bag pickup vs. litter cleanup 

vs. other services)?  

o Jordan (owns VanGo) may be a good candidate to help encourage other 

businesses in the area 

o Explore service projects through the scouts (Henry Clark - Troop 82)? 

o Will also continue to plan group clean-up event in late September/early October. 

Flyers – Kathy Carruth, ED 

• Steve can drop off flyers for Grid 4 Election 
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• Kathy will have Flyers for Grid 11 Election + Commercial Corridors + Wandering Leaf 

Event. Please help distribute if you can—will have a spot on the spreadsheet to say 

where you’ve already hit. 

 

Equity Plan Review – Task Force or Sub-Committee? – Lindsay Shimizu, Chair 

• Need volunteers, Lindsay + 1-2 other folks? 

• Usually entails individual review and commenting on the document, then a quick virtual 

meeting to approve / sync up any suggested changes 

 

HDC Events Update – Lindsay Shimizu, Chair / Kathy Carruth, ED 

• July 10 - Pizza and Movie Night at Sibley Manor (Jordan: Cool to see the families come 

out, people were responsive, Dukem was so generous with the food) 

• July 24 Music at the Bridge – School of Rock and Roe Family Singers, probably 200-250 

attendees 

• Aug 5 National Night Out – Locations will be listed in the volunteer spreadsheet in the 

next couple of days, Kathy will put together packages of materials to handout (if 

desired) 

• Aug 12 Highland Park Bike Ride (Tour around the neighborhood and talk about recent 

projects, Highland Pathway, look at some areas that need improvements) 

• Aug 14 Music at Wandering Leaf 

o Trying to get businesses to participate 

o Enter email for a raffle at the event? 

• Sep 11 Music at the Bridge 

o Looking to get School of Rock to also participate 

• Finalize date for October Clean-Up 

New Business (None) 

8:02 – Lindsay called for early Adjournment, approved unanimously 


