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HIGHLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL
Community Development Committee (CDC) Minutes
November 18th, 2025, 6:30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30PM with Tim Morehead presiding as chair.

Approval of October Meeting Minutes:
- Motion to approve (John Kennedy), seconded by (Kathy S.), unanimously passed.

Committee members in attendance:

Tim Morehead X | Casey Ulrich Patti Brady X

Kathy Schubert X | Kathy Bell X | John Kennedy X

Tom Distad X | Tyler Strun k X | Aamina Mohamed

Bill Kenney Karl Berg X | James Koch (student X
liaison)

Attending: 8 (and 1 student liaison); Absent: 2
Executive Director: Kathy Carruth
Guests: Sean Ryan, Anthony Adams, Nick Nowotarski, Drew Fulton

Quick Recap:

The meeting began with a discussion of the Weidner Block 11 development. Representatives from
Weidner discussed the project in detail and answered questions from committee members and
community members. The group switched topics to the sober house off of Fairview Avenue. A
community member spoke about the ongoing issues with the house and thanked the committee for
their support of reducing the number of people allowed to live in sober homes. The group then
addressed setting SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-Bound) goals for
2026, and each committee member was tasked with bringing a SMART goal to the January 2026
Community Development Committee meeting.

Block 11 Weidner - Anthony Adams and Nick Nowotarski

Weidner is seeking a letter of support for a variance on Block 11. They want to utilize the master
plan max height of 75 feet for small portion of the southwest corner of the apartment complex. The
City of Saint Paul has not yet approved the MRCCA ordinance which is why a variance request is
necessary. The Highland Park District Council weighed in and approved the height maximums back
in 2019 of 48 feet and 65 feet in alignment with MRCCA. In 2021, the Highland Park District Council
approved a 2021 variance allowing building height to go up to 75 feet for specific blocks in Highland
Bridge. The Block 11 apartment complex is 6 stories tall, has 176 residential units and 164 parking
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stalls. The anticipated construction start time is Q2 of 2026, and construction is anticipated to end
during Q4 of 2027.

A Motion to Support the 2021 variance allowing max height up to 75 feet for buildings in district RC3
was proposed by (John Kennedy), seconded by (Tyler Strunk), and it unanimously passed.

Community Development Committee members discussed the importance of maintaining the natural
beauty of the river view corridor, ensuring there is enough parking for residents and retail.

The group discussed setbacks versus step backs on the apartment property line. Tom Distad brought
up the potential for solar panels to be utilized on Block 11, but Weidner is not planning on utilizing
solar on Block 11. Nick Nowotarski confirmed Block 16 will utilize solar panels.

The committee also discussed the parking situation, and Kathy Schubert brought up parking
shortages as a concern. Nick Nowotarski discussed that they have no plans to add more parking, and
that over time the area is going to be more and more of a walkable neighborhood where having a
car is not necessary. There was also a concern about the fake palm trees at Block 11 as the
committee asserted the palm trees do not naturally fit in our region of the country. Also, there was
a concern about micro plastics entering the environment. Nick Nowotarski added that the palm
trees are a part of the vision for the building and make it whole.

Kathy Carruth asked Nick Nowotarski if there was a new discussion of putting up a four-way stop at
Bohland and Cretin. There was a site plan meeting on November 18, 2025, and Anthony Adams
confirmed there was not any mention of the four-way stop at the site plan meeting. The committee
urged Weidner and Ryan Companies to continue to push the city for this stop sign as the area gets
more congested. Weidner agreed they are on board with pushing for a pedestrian safe area, but
they are looking at table topping the intersection of Cretin and Beechwood.

Sober Living House on Fairview Avenue — Next Door Neighbor Ann Benrud

This neighbor presented a concern that neighbors who live close to the sober home were not
present during discussions on the sober home with the Community Development Committee. She
also thanked the committee for our work with local sober homes. She appreciated that our
committee voted to limit the sober home occupancy number to twelve occupants. She mentioned
that the sober home next to her is poorly run and poorly regulated. The key issues brought up are
safety, property abuse, and police presence. The residents are not the core issue, but there is an
issue with residents using this neighbor’s driveway.

Retreat Review/Committee Priorities — Kathy Carruth

The goals of the Community Development Committee for 2026 were discussed. The key areas are
education, equity, and building relationships. The committee will develop SMART goals for 2026,
and committee members should come prepared with SMART goals for the January meeting. One
education recommendation was to have the city of St. Paul provide training to the committee on the
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business development process and what our role is. To address equity goals, the committee
recommended hosting meetings and conversations in underrepresented parts of Highland Park.
There was a discussion of making sure the community is aware of the non-profits in the
neighborhood to assist neighbors who need resources.

Next Steps:
Each committee member will bring 1 SMART goal to the Community Development Committee
meeting in January of 2026.

New/Old Business

e New Business — Karl Berg is moving next month and the Committee will have an alternate
opening to fill in January.

e Kathy clarified that the committees recommendations regarding supportive housing were
given to Planning staff. The HDC is waiting to weigh in on the recommendation from
Planning staff to the City Council when they are released. Which will not happen until
January.

Motion to adjourn (John), seconded (Kathy S), unanimously approved. Meeting adjourned at 7:50. —
This section | did not get as the recording ended prior to the meeting

Respectfully submitted, Tyler Strunk
12/02/2025
CDC Secretary
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