
 
Community Development Committee 
Meeting Minutes September 16, 2025 

 
Chair Tim Morehead called the meeting to order at 6:30 with a quorum present. 

Present: Tom Distad, John Kennedy, Casey Ulrich, Tyler Strunk, Kathy Bell, Aamina 
Mohamed, Kathy Schubert, Kathy Bell, Karl Berg 

Community members:  Richard Schuster and two presenters. 

Kathy Schubert offered to take minutes in the absence of a secretary.  Tyler Strunk is 
considering the position. 

Prior meeting minutes were approved as presented. 

Bill Dermody, City of St Paul provided background on the interest of the city to gather 
community input for the Sober House Ordinance which will go to the Planning Commission 
and then the City Council.  The city last addressed this 15 years ago. The city presentation 
is below: 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n7xr7_z4v3kLYhr9tVQ3RrR4I9j_3xEZ/view?usp=sharing


 

Two primary questions were posed of the Committee; one about the distance between 
Sober Houses, without staff supervision, and Supportive Housing residences which have 
staffing on site, and the second question about the number of residents living in each 
house.   

 



 

 

Why do we have minimum separation distances?  

• To maintain a “normal community setting” 
• Primarily for the benefit of the residents, to avoid recreating an institutional 

environment 

Supportive Housing 
•  Seek variances from 1,320’ minimum separation 
• Funding stream has changed (in at least some cases 

 

Recent Supportive Housing separation distances proposed via variance applications: 

• 43’ 
• 513’ 
• 558’ 
• 588’ 
• 736’ 
• 804’ 
• 850’ 
• 944’ 
• 960’ 
• 999’ 

3 approved, 1 withdrawn, 6 denied (4 appealed to CC, 2 of those appeals denied and 
the others are on hold for moratorium) 

Recent Issues: Large Sober Houses 

• One potential operator sought 30+ residents 



 
• Current zoning regulations and reasonable accommodation practices may have 

allowed it 
• Is this beneficial for the residents? (or neighbors?) 

 

Discussion focused on suggestions for gathering good information which will inform the 
decisions.  One idea was for the city to identify reputable operators ask them for guidance 
on criteria to be considered.  The possibility of using a focus group approach to identify the 
best practices they use in making decisions about locations and number of residents.  The 
question was asked of Mr. Dermody about studies they have consulted, perhaps through 
MASH (MN Association of Supportive Housing) or other states, such as Wisconsin.  A data 
driven solution to these questions was recommended.  It was noted that a valid sample of 
community members on these questions would likely be beyond the capacity of a District 
Council.  The issues of safety, homelessness, equity, and neighborhood harmony are all at 
stake in these decisions. 

A Public Meeting will be held at City Hall on Oct. 17, 8:30 AM.  The Council can post this on 
the HDC website. 

 

Amy Mardirossian, New Business Applicant, Cannabis retail location at 2365 West 7th St 

Ms. Mardirossian gave an introduction on the location and the early-stage work on the 
business and that they are an individual operator receiving preliminary approval for 
licensing.  She described they are taking compliance standards seriously along with 
neighborhood safety and transportation matters.  Questions were asked about the 
approximate timeline for opening which she said would be 18 months and that they are 
beginning to work with architects now.  The building is in poor condition.  Their hours would 
be 11Am to 10PM.  The Committee thanked her and welcomed her back as the design 
proceeds. 

SMART Goal review was a brief discussion of equity goals of the HDC and Committee and 
the expectation that we will take this up at the October meeting.  Kathy will provide a link to 
the equity plan and it was suggested we think about this subject for the next Council 
meeting.   



 
There was no Old or New Business raised. 

Kathy distributed Commercial Corridor leaflets for distribution to encourage businesses to 
apply for funds. 

It was noted that the Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of District Councils in St Paul is on 
Oct 8 at the City House. 

The meeting was adjourned just before 7:30PM 

 

 


