
 
                      Minutes Community Development Committee 

                                January 21, 2025 6:30 pm 

Tim Morehead, Chair called the meeting to order and in the absence of the Secretary took the 

Roll Call.  

 Present: Tom Distad, Caryn Lindsey, Tom Griep, Tim Morehead, Kathy Schubert, Casey Ulrich, 

Kathy Bell, Bill Kenney, John Kennedy, Tyler Strunk 

 Absent: Andrew Jensen, Hsiung (student)  

Minutes of the prior meeting were approved with one correction. 

Presentation by Travis Carter, CEO of US Internet with Zach Johnson 

US Internet is a 22-year-old provider of internet service and currently provides services in 

Minneapolis and has for 15 years, also Edina, and St Louis Park and two others. Formerly, they 

were the provider at the Ford Plant in Highland.  They want to bring services to St Paul and have 

purchased a suitable building at 1540 Randolph Ave.  They are requesting support for a 

Conditional Use Permit and are working with the city to become the 3rd provider along with 

Comcast and Century Link. They would bring fiberoptic cable from the Ford Bridge.  He stated 

that they are the highest rated and fastest service in the State.  All employees are local with the 

exception of a call center in Indiana.  Their work is underground bringing fiber to homes; they 

get rid of old cables.  The first customer in Highland is expected in 2026.  They will occupy the 

Randolph property for Operations with other staff remaining in Minnetonka.  He stated that 

operations were noiseless except for generator testing for 1 hour every Wednesday.  A Brimhall 

neighbor asked about traffic and use of the parking lot which is currently available for 

neighborhood use.  Mr. Carter indicated that they would be using very few parking spots and 

would not add to traffic.  During renovations construction traffic would be greater as expected.  

He asked the group if allowing neighborhood use as currently was a good idea which received 

favorable response.  They do work with apartment buildings based on the decision of owners. 

They will be going shortly to the Board of Zoning and then to the Planning Commission for 

approval of the CUP permit.  The CDC responded favorably to this application for CUP and Kathy 

will prepare a resolution from the Committee to be sent to the city. 



 
Old Business:  Kathy Schubert reminded the Committee to individually follow up as suggested 

by Tom Basgen at the HDC meeting, with Saura Jost and Council members on Mayor Carter’s 

proposed amendment to the Rent Stabilization Act.  This amendment would exempt rental 

properties built after 12/31/04 from the 3% cap on rent increases.  About 90% of all City 

properties would continue with rent control, but the change would promote new housing 

construction applications and a welcoming atmosphere for much needed housing growth in the 

City. This especially affects Highland because Highland Bridge has apartment sites now prepared 

and waiting for over 1000 renters. The original builder pulled out after rent control was passed 

in the City.   In addition to Highland Bridge the Highland Park neighborhood has three large 

multi-unit housing projects that have been put on hold since the rent ordinance was passed by 

the City.  It was suggested that the HDC hold a panel discussion or some type of engagement on 

this topic, to learn more about all perspectives.  A lively committee discussion ensued.   

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 pm  

 

Notes by Kathy Schubert  

 

 

 

 

  


